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Constitution and Terms of Membership: Derbyshire Dales Wine 
Society 

Policy Document Reflecting Contemporary UK Legislation 

Introduction 
This Constitution and Terms of Membership set out the purpose, scope, and governance of the 
Derbyshire Dales Wine Society (“the Society”). The document has been updated to reflect modern 
language, inclusivity, and compliance with current UK legislation, including licensing, banking, and 
membership regulations. It is intended as a clear reference for all members and committee officers. 

Name and Aims 
Name: The Society shall be known as the Derbyshire Dales Wine Society. 

Aims: 

• To provide a welcoming environment for individuals interested in the appreciation of 
commercial wines. 

• To facilitate educational opportunities through guest speakers and collaborations with 
relevant organisations and companies. 

• To arrange social and travel activities that foster community and learning. 

• To operate in accordance with all relevant UK laws, including licensing and data protection 
legislation. 

Meetings 
Regular meetings will be scheduled for the second Friday of each month, unless otherwise 
determined by the committee. Meetings may be held in person or, where appropriate, using digital 
platforms to ensure accessibility and flexibility. 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) will take place in April each year. The AGM agenda will include: 

• Election of officers and committee members 

• Chair’s annual report 

• Presentation and review of independently examined accounts 

• Appointment of an examiner for the following year’s accounts 

• Agreement of the membership subscription 

• Discussion of any other business 

Each paid-up member is entitled to one vote. Decisions will be made by a simple majority of 
members present and voting, except where a higher threshold is specified. 
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A Special General Meeting may be convened within 28 days of a written request to the Secretary, 
signed by at least five members and stating the resolutions to be considered. Only specified 
resolutions will be discussed. Motions at a Special General Meeting require a two-thirds majority of 
members present and voting. 

Committee 
A management committee will be elected at the AGM and will comprise: 

• Chair 

• Secretary and/or Treasurer 

• Additional members to ensure a minimum of six committee members 

The committee may co-opt additional members to fill vacancies or support Society operations. 
Committee decisions require a simple majority from a quorum, defined as two-thirds of the 
committee. The Chair and committee members retire annually and may stand for re-election. 

Nominations for committee membership must be submitted in writing, proposed and seconded by 
another member, and received by the Secretary before or at the AGM. Alternatively, nominations 
may be made by a show of hands at the AGM. Nominees must accept their nomination either in 
person or in writing. 

All individuals acting on behalf of the Society are accountable to the committee. The committee is 
responsible for ensuring compliance with all relevant UK legislation, including licensing requirements 
for the venue and GDPR for member data. 

The committee has sole authority to approve applications from new members and requests 
regarding guests. It may refuse or terminate membership without obligation to provide reasons, in 
accordance with lawful and non-discriminatory practices. 

Finance 
The Society’s financial year ends on 31 March. All financial matters are managed by the committee 
through an account in the Society’s name at a UK-regulated bank or financial institution. Two 
unrelated signatories are required for signing cheques and financial instruments. Where digital 
banking (telephone or Internet) is available, transactions may be authorised by one signatory in 
consultation with a second, unrelated signatory. All such transactions must be reported to the 
committee at the next meeting. 

Monthly expenses include venue hire and Society activities, and meetings should be self-financing 
wherever possible. The Society operates in accordance with UK financial and charity regulations, 
ensuring transparency and accountability. 

Membership and Conduct 
Membership is open to individuals aged 18 and over who support the Society’s aims and agree to 
pay the current subscription. The committee must approve all prospective members. Subscriptions 
are due annually following agreement at the AGM, with pro-rata rates for new members joining mid-
year. 
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Members may bring guests to meetings with committee approval, pending venue capacity and 
licensing laws. Guests must be 18 or older and pay a guest premium set by the committee. After 
attending, they may apply for membership if space permits; otherwise, occasional attendance is 
allowed with payment of the guest premium. This policy is reviewed annually. 

Members are expected to behave respectfully and safely at all Society events. All personal items, 
including bottles, must be removed at the end of meetings. Smoking is prohibited within the venue. 
Members should refrain from talking during presentations. Gifts to speakers, guests, or others are at 
the committee’s discretion. 

The Society complies with the UK General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), ensuring that all 
personal data is processed lawfully, transparently, and securely. 

Cancelation Policy 
Late cancellations and 'no-shows' impact both the Society and other potential attendees. If you are 
unable to attend, please inform us promptly. Cancellations made at least 48 hours before the 
session qualify for a refund. However, cancellations within 48 hours or lack of attendance will not be 
refunded. Should the Society need to cancel a session, you will be fully notified and receive a refund. 

Committee Meetings 
Committee meetings will be held regularly as required, either in person or via digital platforms. All 
meetings are documented, and decisions recorded for transparency. 

Amendments to the Constitution 
Amendments may be proposed by any two members in writing to the Secretary. Proposed 
amendments will be presented and voted upon at the next monthly meeting. Changes require a two-
thirds majority of members present and voting. Each fully paid-up member is entitled to one vote. 
All amendments and revisions will be documented and made available to members. 

Record of Revisions 
Date Summary Compliance Notes 

09/02/2001 Baseline version established Initial compliance with UK law 

09/05/2014 Amendments to clarify Society 
responsibilities under revised 
licensing laws following 
Premises Licence grant 

Updated to reflect legal 
requirements for licensed 
premises 

08/06/2018 Finance section amended to 
permit Internet banking and 
set procedures for digital 
payments (BACS) 

Aligned with UK banking 
regulations and digital 
transaction standards 
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09/04/2021 Membership and guest policy 
revised to allow non-members 
to attend meetings on 
payment of a premium for a 
trial period 

Compliant with licensing and 
inclusivity standards, subject 
to annual review 

02/03/2026 Full rewrite for contemporary 
language, UK legislation, 
GDPR, digital options, and 
modern governance 

Compliant with current UK 
law, data protection, and 
banking standards 

This Constitution shall be reviewed regularly to ensure ongoing compliance with UK legislation and 
the evolving needs of the Society and its members. 

 


